
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

 

May Sermon Series 
 

 May 7              Clay-Nation                           

   Resisting the Empire’s Story 

                                  Daniel 2; Colossians 1:15-20 

 May 14             Statue of Limitations  

   Resisting Idolatry 

   Daniel 3:1-6, 13-23; Romans 1:18-25 

 May 21  King of the Beasts 

   Resisting the Emperor’s Narrative

   Daniel 4; Philippians 2:5-11  

 May 28   The Graffiti Artist 

   Resisting Blasphemy 

   Daniel 5; Romans 1:28-32 
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Contact Us 
425.743.2386 

church@northcreekpres.org 
 
  
 

 

NCPC Staff 
 

David Casson, Lead Pastor 

Kurt Helmcke, Associate Pastor  

Lolly Brasseur, Dir. of Music Ministry 

Molly Pankow, Childcare Coordinator 

Nathan Wagner, Children’s Ministry 

Sean Lian, Youth Ministry 

Trinity Moffat, Office Supervisor 

Terry Summe, Finance Manager  

Hal Hunt, Choir Director 

Bryan Venn, Sound Technician 

Art Clark, Facilities 
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 Pastor’s Paragraph                                    2 
Live into Hope 
 

The month of May signals the completion of one full month of the Major-League Baseball season.  How are 
our beloved Mariners doing?  Let’s look on the bright side, shall we?  While they may have a losing record, 
and struggle to win on the road, at least we’re continuing to gain more experience in exercising the virtue 
of hope!  Exercising hope is key part of living life well when things aren’t going so great. 
 
Hope is something that has more value when you don’t have what you long for.  Think about it – if you’ve 
realized all your dreams, what is there to hope for?  We can be rich in hope even when – perhaps 
particularly when –  we aren’t rich. 
 
Hope is a theme of the season of Easter.  It’s what Jesus’ resurrection to life on the third day after his death 
on the cross brings us.  Hope for our resurrection into everlasting life.  Hope for Christ’s power over sin to 
transform our lives, our world.  Hope for the light to increasingly gain ground on the darkness.  1 Peter 1:3 
calls it a LIVING HOPE: 
 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 
How do we live into this hope? 
 
One way is to remember that God’s power is still at work even when we don’t see clear evidence of it.  
Inspired by this belief, we intentionally look for signs of God’s presence and providence.  It’s like keeping 
alert and scanning the skies for the rays of light that will poke through dark clouds or looking at fruit trees 
expecting to see blossoms emerge from bare branches. 
 
The month of May is also the season of the Washington State Apple Blossom festival in Wenatchee.  We’re 
tied together more closely with Central Washington than we used to be, with our congregation’s mission 
focus of fire relief in that region and our presbytery expanding its reach there.  I’ve always been struck by 
the fact that our main celebration of our main signature agricultural product – the Washington State apple 
– takes place not in the fall when we know how the harvest turned out but in the spring when we celebrate 
small buds and blossoms breaking forth, allowing their appearance to inspire our hope of a harvest to 
come. 
 
That’s Easter hope. 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kurt 



 

 

New Member Class Returns 
Anyone interested in becoming a member of North 
Creek can still make the leap and catch the final four 

classes of our Spring new member cycle! 

The spring new member class cycle will be on five 

consecutive Tuesday nights beginning April 25 and 
ending May 23.  

Classes are from 7 –8:30 p.m. and will take 

prospective new members further into the life of our 

church as they learn more about what we believe 
and what their role in the church might be.  

To RSVP for classes or for more information contact 

New Member Coordinator Margy Witten at 425-385-
2912.  

 

Youth and Parent Service Opportunity 
Our North Creek 
youth and their 

parents are invited to 

take the love of Christ 

to Everett Gospel 
Mission this month.  

A team of 20 

volunteers will go to 
the mission and serve 

a family-style dinner 

to the homeless on May 27.  The commitment is 

from 3:30 pm to 7 pm. Sign up with our Director 
Youth Ministry Sean Lian by May 10 by emailing 

sean@northcreekpres.org.  

This is a practical and personal way to respond in the 

love of Christ to the homeless in our community.  
 

A National Day of Prayer  
Along with the rest of the nation, North Creek will be 
observing National Day of Prayer on May 4.  

This day is a nationwide observance encouraging 

Americans of all religions to unite in prayer. 

At North Creek, we will do so with a special prayer 
service at 7 pm.  

The service will feature a time for healing prayer for 

our nation and for personal concerns along with 

readings from President Abraham Lincoln on the 
topic of prayer.  

Childcare is available upon request. Contact the 

church office in advance.   

 

The Message of Daniel: A Bible Study 

Opportunity 

 
Prepare for worship this spring at a Sunday morning 

Book of Daniel Bible study.   

The study is intended to help members learn Bible 
study skills and to prepare for our ongoing sermons 

series, “Hopeful Resistance: Standing Strong With 

Daniel.”  

The class, and the sermon series, continue for the 
entire month of May and into the beginning of June.  

Each week from 10:45-11:30am in the Fireside Room 

one of our pastors will cover 
the following Sunday’s passage.  

Sign up and class schedule available on the church 

website.  
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A 30 Hour Famine 
Back in March the unthinkable happened.  Several teenagers from North Creek, Snohomish and Calvin gave up 

eating food for 30 hours!   

The event was called 30 Hour Famine and was in support of World Vision.  The 

purpose of this overnight youth event was to learn about hunger issues around 

the world, to build empathy for people in need and encourage youth to 

respond to needs around them.   

 

What do youth do on a fasting 

retreat?  Throughout this event 

students played games that simulated 

food scarcity and disasters like drought and floods.  There were Bible 

studies as well as worship, prayer and reflection time all designed to 

help students have the same heart Jesus has for the hungry.  Students 

even built and slept in 

cardboard shelters.  At the end, the fasting was broken with a very 

much appreciated communion and a delicious dinner.   

 

A highlight was hearing from a gentleman named Vysal who is part 

of Calvin’s missional engagement.  Vysal talked about growing up in 

Cambodia and his work now teaching with an emphasis on 

leadership and the English language in poverty areas.   

 

Another highlight was an activity where students went door to door 

collecting canned goods.  The items went to Back Pack Kids, a 

program that helps students in the Shoreline School District that are on free and reduced lunch plans and may 

not have food on weekends.    

 

Jesus said, “Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you 

did for me (Mt 25:40)  This theme gave students joy in what they were 

doing throughout the fast.  Even though many youth experienced more 

hunger and fatigue than they were used to, many also shared that it was 

worth their while and they 

would do it again.   

 

 

By Sean Lian  

Youth Director  
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Summer Bible Camp is July 10-14 at NCPC! 
Imagine a world where curious kids become hands on inventors who discover they're lovingly crafted by 

God. Join us at Maker Fun Factory Summer Bible Camp, for a week of games, crafts, music, stories, snacks, 

and tons of fun as we discover that we have been built for a purpose! 
 

Maker Fun Factory: SBC, is a week long Summer Bible Camp Program at North Creek Presbyterian Church 

It is from 9 AM to 12 PM, Monday July 10 - Friday July 14, 2017. 
 

Children must be entering Preschool-5th Grade in the Fall of 2017 to register as a camper. 
 

Children of all backgrounds and beliefs are invited to come and be a part of this awesome week!  We hope 

you'll join us. 
 

We are also in need of volunteers to help us run this special program. Volunteers are needed in a variety 

of areas, including registering campers in the morning, leading camp groups and running activity stations 

throughout the day.  
 

More information about both the camp and the volunteer needs can be found on the church website.  
 

If you have a camper, learn more and sign up on the Summer Bible Camp page.  
 

If you would like to volunteer, learn more and sign up on the Summer Bible Camp Volunteer page.  

http://northcreekpres.org/#/children/sbc
http://northcreekpres.org/#/children/sbc-volunteers


 

 Register by March 1 and enter to win a Camp Casey hoodie!  Inconceivable!!! 

http://renewalminnw.org/retreats/

